
Good morning grandparents, parents, family members and most importantly our 2018 

graduates, 

I had the pleasure of attending this year’s Theatre Arts production of Peter Pan that most of 

you participated in one way or the other. As I watched our star performers carry out the story 

on stage, I was drawn to the life lessons of this classic. I thought I might share them with you all 

today. 

Believe in yourself – When the Darling children doubted they could fly, they couldn’t. As you 

enter middle school you will have many opportunities to join sports teams or clubs. Some of 

those teams or clubs may require try-outs. Take the chance to be part of something bigger than 

yourself. Believe that you are just as good as the next person. Believe you will ace that test, 

make that sports team or have a great try out for a choral club.  Have confidence. When you 

start believing in yourself, others will too. There is power in positive thinking. 

Be fair no matter what – When Peter Pan was fighting Captain Hook and cornered him, Peter 

noticed he was higher up on the rock than his enemy. He thought it wasn’t fair so he gave the 

pirate a hand up to help him. Hook did bite him at that instance. Peter was upset and surprised 

by Hook’s unfairness. The lesson is not everyone will play fair. Some may treat you poorly but 

know your character is not built on other people’s choices, they are built on your own. Have the 

character that no matter what challenges you face in school or with friends to always take the 

high road and do what is right. In all things you do, do it with kindness. As you go through 

middle school, high school and beyond your name is your calling card. Make decisions that you 

will be proud of.  

Be a loyal friend – Peter’s best friends were the Lost Boys. They always stood by his side and 

trusted him. You are known by the company you keep. Surround yourself with people who hold 

the same values as you. It’s important that you are a good friend as well. Be kind, be 

compassionate, be supportive and be loyal to those you hold dearest to you.   

Be brave and show courage - Wendy was courageous as she walked the plank on the pirate 

ship. Thankfully Peter Pan caught her just as she stepped off the edge. Be brave like Wendy.  If 

you see someone being bullied or excluded by their peers, stand up for them and stand with 

them. Be brave enough to be the upstander. You never know how your small action can make a 

big difference in someone else’s life.   

You will be starting fresh at MAMS with a new principal, new teachers and even some new 

students. If you don’t understand something in class, raise your hand. If you want to try a new 

extra-curricular activity but aren’t sure if you should, try it! Life is about take chances, 

sometimes it will work out and sometimes it won’t but be comforted by the fact that if 

something does work out just as you had anticipated, that your family will always be there to 

catch you just as Peter caught Wendy. 



Lastly, let your imagination fly. The story of Peter Pan is filled with adventure and imagination. 

Anything you want to do, you can. Dream big as you head into middle school. Know that your 

foundation was carefully laid at the elementary school for you to be successful. Take the 

lessons you learned here and apply them now at MAMS. As you strive in all things do it with 

passion and purpose. All you need is faith, trust and a little bit of pixie dust. 

Congratulations to the class of 2018 on behalf of the North Merrick Board of Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


