
Welcome students, teachers, support staff, administrators, parents, 

grandparents, siblings, and our extremely supportive Board of Education 

members.  Today is a wonderful day to celebrate our students!    

Young ladies and young men, this is a very special time of the school year, as you 

eagerly look ahead to middle school and look back with fulfillment and pride at 

your accomplishments in the North Merrick School District!  

You have received a solid educational foundation in all academic subjects – 

reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, and science.  Your school 

experiences have been enriched by immersion in music and art.  Your library visits 

have provided you with opportunities to explore a wide range of topics and make 

reading selections to help you start your journey to become lifelong readers.  

Furthermore, we have focused on social-emotional learning to help you develop 

the life skills you need to achieve success at the secondary level but most 

importantly, to define your own personal code, which will continue to grow and 

mature into the values and norms you will follow throughout your life. 

The middle school may be bigger, the subjects may appear a little bit harder, and 

navigating between classes maybe an initial challenge, but do not be nervous. You 

are ready! 

How do I know this?  I’ve watched closely and listened carefully to thoughtful 

conversations; witnessed from afar caring interactions between you and your 

peers - whether on the playground, in the cafeteria, or walking through the 

hallways; stopped in to your classrooms and observed you in action as you nailed 

that math problem; and finally I’ve spoken and partnered with your parents and 

teachers to ensure that your needs were being met.  You are ready! 

So, as one last assignment from your Superintendent of Schools and the North 

Merrick School District, I ask you to start a reflective practice to build on the 

mindfulness behaviors you have acquired in North Merrick.  As you travel on in 

your academic journey and personal life, remember to take the time to ask 

yourself: 

How do I show respect for myself, and others?   



How do I show compassion for others?   

How do I maintain my integrity? 

These answers may not be easy, they may evolve with time, but I know you will 

rise to the challenge because your personal code will be your guide. 

On behalf of the Board of Education, central administration, faculty and staff, I 

wish you all the best on moving up to middle school!   

You make us proud.   

And you are ready! 

 

 


